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TOGETHER AGAIN – 
Christian Edition and Sandi Patty

— Craig Vendouris

O
n September 10, 2011, the 
men of Christian Edition 
were once again privi-

leged to sing with award-winning 
Christian recording artist Sandi 
Patty. We had shared a concert with 
her in 2007 at La Sierra University 
and enjoyed it so much that when 
we were contacted about the possi-
bility of singing with her again this 
fall, we jumped at the opportunity.

The concert drew a large atten-
dance at the Vallejo Drive Seventh-
day Adventist Church in Glendale, 
California. It was sponsored by 
Lifestyle Magazine and hosted by 
Mike and Gayle Tucker, moderators 
of the television series that is broad-

cast on Three Angels Broadcasting 
Network. The program also featured 
Morning Song recording artists 
Steve Darmody and Rudy Micelli 
and opened with an appearance by 
Canadian-born actress and dancer 
Ruta Lee. Each artist had a set of 
three or four songs they performed, 
and then Sandi Patty joined all of us 
for “Praise Medley,” a high-energy, 
upbeat song that is great fun to 
sing. However, a short way into the 
song, the accompaniment sound 
track suddenly went silent. The sing-
ers paused but CE director, Calvin 
Knipschild, quickly asked Sandi’s 
piano accompanist, Steve Potts, if 
he could continue on the piano. He 

skillfully took up where the track 
cut off and we all joined in, com-
pleting the song without further 
interruption. 

Sandi then did her own set of 
songs, ranging from several of her 
well-known gospel songs to some 
music from her new Broadway 
album. My favorite Sandi Patty song 
is “Love In Any Language,” and she 
not only included it in her program 
but invited Steve and Rudy to come 
up on stage and sing it with her. It 
was a joyful experience for all of us.

The evening closed with all 
of the artists joining together to 
sing “How Great Thou Art” with 
Sandi. After the applause from a 
very grateful audience, we all sang, 

continued on page 2
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Actress Ruta Lee entertained the audience as well as Lifestyle 

Magazine hosts Mike and Gayle Tucker.

Director’s Message 
— Calvin Knipschild

Tires

H
ow 
many 
tires 

are there on the 
average car? You 

probably are thinking four, but you 
may have forgotten about the fifth 
tire. It is usually filled with air and 
ready to go. What is this fifth tire, 
and why do we need a spare? Really, 
how often do we use a spare tire? 
Spare tires are for emergencies, and 
we carry them all the time just in 
case we ever have a need. To some it 
might seem a little crazy to carry a 
fully inflated tire in the trunk, but 
if you should ever take a long trip 
and be without a spare tire, you just 

might regret it because problems do 
happen. With that spare tire ready 
to go, you are prepared.

A few weeks ago I had the privi-
lege of standing before 250 young 
people from seven Christian high 
schools to direct them in singing 
praises to our Lord. What a moving 
experience to see and hear so many 
young people joyfully praising God 
our Father and Christ our Savior. 
I was dismayed to learn that atten-
dance in and support for Christian 
education is steadily diminishing. 
As a retired high school teacher, I 
have watched many young people 
as they prepared to start on their 
journey through life. Some of them 
seemed to think that if they could 
just “get by” each day that they had 
done all that was necessary. They 
were not ready for the emergencies 
that are going to come in life; things 

are going to go “flat” for them occa-
sionally, just as surely as punctures 
come to tires. Christian education 
can be the spare tire our students 
need to help them on life’s journey. 
We cannot afford to let our children 
just “get by.” Young people need 
Jesus to be their spare tire. If they 
do not have that “extra” training — 
Bible study, prayer life, family and 
church worship time — then when 
the flat tire comes, no amount of 
wishing is going to get it for them. 

Our young people are desperate-
ly needed to finish the “great com-
mission” of Christ so that we can all 
go home. But they need you and me 
to help them on their journey. They 
need us to impress upon their hearts 
that God really does love them and 
that He wants them to be with Him 
forever. They need to have their 

as an encore, “What A Beautiful 
World,” the old Louis Armstrong 
favorite. When CE sang with Sandi 
four years ago, she asked us to join 
her on this song on the spur of 
the moment, and even asked us to 
harmonize as much as we could on 
the final chord. She loved what we 
did, and we looked forward to this 
encore once again. It was a beautiful 
way to end the evening together.

After the concert, Sandi met 
with those who had purchased the 
premium seats for this event. I was 
able to get in to see her and take a 
picture. She was just as gracious as 
she could be, and even though she 
had a flight to catch that night, she 

took time to 
meet with every-
one waiting to 
see her.

CE has been 
privileged to 
sing at many 
great venues 
with many great 
artists over the 
years, but the 
chance to sing with one of the great 
gospel singers of this era has been 
such a thrill. It is a tremendous com-
pliment that she is willing to sing 
with Christian Edition. What made 
it all even more exciting was that 
a few days after our concert Sandi 
offered to record a song with us on 
our next album!

Thank you to everyone who was 
able to attend. We hope you enjoyed 
the songs, but even more we hope 
you saw the message of the love of 
Jesus shine through. And, again, 
a big thank you to Sandi Patty for 
inviting us to join in such a reward-
ing experience of praise and wor-
ship. 

continued from page 1

Together Again

continued next column



2 | CE NewsNotes | spring 2012 3 | CE NewsNotes | spring 2012

spare tire inflated and ready to go 
for the emergencies that will come. 
I challenge you to get involved in 
the “tire” business. Offer your time, 
your assistance, your life, your 
funds, and your prayers to prepare 
our children. This is the last great 
evangelistic field left to us today. 

As it says in Proverbs 22:6, 
“Train up a child in the way he 
should go, and when he is old he 
will not depart from it.” 

Close to Home
— Esther Brummett

Los Angeles 

O
n Saturday morning, 
October 22, 2011 (the 
167th anniversary of “The 

Great Disappointment” — a date of 
historical significance to Seventh-
day Adventists), Christian Edition 
joined the White Memorial Church 
congregation worship service. Pas-
tor Benjamin Del Pozo and his staff 
gave the singers a warm reception 
and preceded the musical portion 
of the program with an Interna-
tional Day Parade. Members came 
attired in clothes typical of their 
native countries and carried flags of 
their homelands. Christian Edition 
provided the sermon in song. The 
diversity shown in the membership 
extended to the International Day 
Potluck, held in the Fellowship Hall, 
where ethnic foods from the vari-
ous countries represented were gra-
ciously offered. 

Lancaster 
Christian Edition then traveled to 

Lancaster for an afternoon program. 
Pastor Emeritus Edmund Jones and 
his wife welcomed the congregation. 
For 18 years Pastor Jones was the 
senior pastor; after his retirement 
about that many years ago, he has 
continued serving the church both 
as a regular speaker and as a host 
for special events. The audience was 
warmly receptive to the musical 
ministry of Christian Edition. 

Loma Linda 
Sunday afternoon, October 23, 

found Christian Edition at the 
Linda Valley Villa Retirement Home 
in Loma Linda. Activities Director 
Kathleen Geraty said that there were 
more guests at this concert than for 
any other event they have hosted. 
The Villa houses 98 apartments, and 
Ms. Geraty estimated there were 
about 85 residents and 60 guests 
who attended the program. 

A Family 
Farewell 
to the Old Year

C
hristian Edition ended 
2011 with everyone 
together as a family in a 

New Year’s Eve concert. This year’s 
concert began early, and did not last 
until midnight, but in some ways, 
this enhanced its sense of family. 

Joining the CE family for this 
concert were TV host and soprano 
recording artist, Ullanda Innocent-
Palmer and virtuoso trumpet duo 
Craig Mohr, trumpet performer, 
conductor and band director at 
Glendale Adventist Academy, and 
Giovanni Santos, freelance trumpet 
performer and music educator and 
band director at Loma Linda Acad-
emy. Ms. Innocent-Palmer sang 
classic Christian music, ending her 
section with a song about family. 

 Mr. Mohr and Mr. Santos played 
familiar hymns on their trumpets, 
with Mohr telling powerful stories 
of how they were written. One of 
the writers mentioned was Ira D. 
Sankey, who sang for the renowned 

evangelist, Dwight L. Moody. Mohr 
also told the fascinating history of 
the song, “Rise Up, O Men of God,” 
which was almost rejected from 
the most recent edition of the SDA 
Church Hymnal. But when its lyrics 
were re-written to include women 
and youth, it was re-named, “Rise 
Up, O Church of God” and unani-
mously voted for inclusion. 

Christian Edition’s selections 
that night focused strongly on the 
hope of the resurrection — more so 
than usual. 2011 was a difficult year 
for the CE family, in many ways, 
especially with the passing of bari-
tone Al Perry. As the years pass and 

we lose members and loved ones to 
the reality of disease and death, the 
CE family becomes more and more 
passionate about the resurrection 
and the coming of our Lord. 

The evening’s selections included 
songs that had not been presented at 
any one concert since the funeral of 
Justin Spencer, son of CE members 
Lori and Michael Spencer, in 2004. 
This was probably not intentional, 
given that New Year’s Eve is a time 
for joy and celebration. But what 
greater subject of joy is there than 
the blessed hope that the entire CE 
family, both past and present, will 

— Jillian Spencer

continued on page 5
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Reflections 
of a “Groupie”

— Paulette Nelson

N
ovember is a beautiful 
time of year in the San 
Joaquin Valley of Califor-

nia… especially when God is being 
uplifted all weekend in Bakersfield 
and Fresno.

Friday night, November 18, at 
the Bakersfield Hillcrest Seventh-
day Adventist Church started with 
a delightful concert and a surprise. 
Second Tenor Russ Nelson, starting 
his 10th season with Christian Edi-
tion, was reacquainted with Boyce 
Dulan, a friend from childhood.

Following the service we were 
invited to the Fellowship Hall and, as 
potlucks go, this one was exceptional! 

Many of us went 
back several 
times — I’m just 
sayin’!

There was 
ample time to 
mosey over to 
Fresno Adventist 
Academy for 
the afternoon 
concert in Ric-

After the concert, the school had 
a fundraiser featuring yummy food 
and drinks. Tables were set up at 
the back of the auditorium provid-
ing everyone a place to socialize, 
eat Asian food and delicious baked 
goods, and sip their Jamba Juice 
or root beer floats. What a sendoff 
to our trek southward toward Los 
Angeles and our homes and families!

As a “groupie,” it is so uplifting 
to travel with my husband and the 
group for the spiritual and familial 
experience couched in the Love of 
Jesus!

EDITOR’S NOTE: Our heartfelt appre-
ciation to Dr. Jenny Vickrey and 
Richelle Rickard who went above 
and beyond to coordinate and pro-
mote two wonderful concerts in the 
Fresno area. 

Members of the Bakersfield Men’s Chorus 

joined with Christian Edition on one of the 

evening’s songs.

Fresno Adventist Academy Development Director Richelle Rickard, 

CE Director Calvin Knipschild and FAA parent Dr. Jenny Vickrey.

After the concert we all drove to 
Fresno for a good night’s sleep, fol-
lowed by a very nice complimentary 
breakfast at the hotel. Call time for 
the men was the usual one hour 
before the service, and Fresno Central 
SDA Church proved to be a welcom-
ing, warm group of happy Christians, 
joining with CE to provide a mean-
ingful worship service. As I glanced at 
the people sitting near me, I noticed 
wet eyes and touched hearts.

chiuti Audito-
rium… even 
time to relax and 
snooze a bit in 

the tree-lined parking lot. When the 
time came for the concert, the wives 
of Christian Edition (who are techni-
cally “groupies”) were as blessed as 
the lovely people who arrived for the 
program and felt like they had indeed 
been brought to the feet of Jesus!

Again, Russ Nelson was sur-
prised to see his cousin, Pastor Earl 
Canson, and to re-connect with 
Harry, another Dulan boy from his 
childhood!



4 | CE NewsNotes | spring 2012 5 | CE NewsNotes | spring 2012

Mission 
and Ministry

T
he mission and minis-
try of Christian Edition 
is to provide each listener 

with an opportunity for a closer 
walk with the Lord through songs, 
the Word, and our prayer ministry. 
We believe that God’s love and His 
spirit combine to make Christian 
Edition His ministry.

Each September marks the begin-
ning of a new season and a rededi-
cation to the mission and ministry 
for the members of CE. This past 
September we had the privilege of 
joining with Maranatha Volunteers 
International at their annual conven-
tion held in Portland, Oregon. 

We saw this as more than an 
opportunity to bring our singing min-
istry to another faith-based organiza-
tion. This was our way of providing 
support and encouragement to Mara-
natha as they fulfi ll their mission 
of spreading the Gospel throughout 
the world, by providing desperately-
needed buildings and offering oppor-
tunities for ordinary people to make 
service a part of their lives.

The time was rewarding for 
everyone in attendance. The music 
was uplifting, but so also were the 
presentations from many parts of 
the world telling of the work being 
done by Maranatha and seeing the 
intervention of God’s grace and 
blessings on the efforts being con-
ducted by the volunteers. There 
was an additional blessing of meet-
ing and talking one-on-one with 
those who are actively engaged in 
the work of Maranatha and to see 

how God has stretched and enriched 
their faith. While the members of 
CE were absorbing all that was hap-
pening with Maranatha, we our-
selves received encouragement from 
the many Maranatha volunteers 
who expressed their appreciation of 
our music and the spiritual nourish-
ment it provides at both the low and 
high points in their ministry.

In refl ecting on our time with 
Maranatha, we are reminded that 

— Bruce Powers

when we are committed to sharing 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, when we 
are willing to be stretched in our 
faith, and when we are willing to let 
go and let God, we fi nd the remark-
able strength that God provides to 
His people.

As we ended that opening week-
end of our concert year, we came 
away with a renewed realization that 
while ministries and people may be 
diverse and seemingly on different 
paths, we are all one. As the Apostle 
Paul states in I Corinthians 12, 
though we are different parts of the 
body, we are all of the same Spirit, 
Lord and God. 

Director Calvin Knipschild leads Christian Edition in the theme song for Maranatha 

International’s 2011 “Bound for the Kingdom” Convention. 
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A Family Farewell
continued from page 3

be reunited when Christ returns?
How beautiful it is that Christian 

Edition’s values are such that the 
songs of greatest rejoicing are the 
same ones sung at funerals — for 
although our CE family experiences 
sorrow, we experience it knowing 
that there is hope and there will be 
joy again. May this year bring you 
joy wherever you fi nd it. 
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Calendar
ALL LISTED CHRISTIAN EDITION REHEARSALS 
ARE OPEN TO OUR FRIENDS AND ARE HELD AT 
TEMPLE CITY SDA CHURCH LOCATED AT 9664 
EAST BROADWAY IN TEMPLE CITY, CALIFORNIA. 
 CONCERT TIMES OR LOCATIONS MAY CHANGE. 
PLEASE CALL AHEAD TO CONFIRM A CONCERT 
BEFORE TRAVELING LONG DISTANCES. (SEVENTH-
DAY ADVENTIST HAS BEEN ABBREVIATED TO SDA.)

MARCH 
2 Friday 7:00 P.M. Rehearsal

3 Saturday  3:00 P.M. Rehearsal

16 Friday 7:00 P.M. Concert
Everett Forest Park SDA Church
4132 Federal Avenue
Everett, WA 98203-2117
(425) 252-3438

17 Saturday  10:45 A.M. Concert
Shoreline SDA Church
17424 5th Avenue NE
Shoreline, WA 98155-5022
(206) 363-2355

17 Saturday 6:00 P.M. Concert
Olympia Tranformation Life Center 
1717 Eskridge Boulevard SE
Olympia, WA 98501-3639
(360) 943-1370

18 Sunday 10:45 A.M. Concert
 Lakewood New Hope Community 
  Church of the Nazarene 
 9308 Meadow Road SW 
 Lakewood, WA 98499 
 (253) 588-0808 

18 Sunday 6:00 P.M. Concert
 Auburn City SDA Church
 402 29th Street SE 
 Auburn, WA 98002-7542
 (253) 833-2560

APRIL 
6 Friday 7:00 P.M. Rehearsal
 
7 Saturday 3:00 P.M. Rehearsal
 
13 Friday 7:00 P.M. Rehearsal
 
14 Saturday 11:00 A.M. Concert
 Del Rosa SDA Church
 1696 N. G Street
 San Bernardino, CA 92405-4222
 (909) 883-2400

14 Saturday 6:00 P.M.  Concert
 La Sierra University Church
 4937 Sierra Vista Avenue
 Riverside, CA 92505-3334
 (951) 354-7095 

15 Sunday 9:30 A.M.  Concert
 The Ark – Church

 of the Nazarene
 1307 E. Citrus Avenue
 Redlands, CA 92374 
 (909) 793-2996 

MAY 
4 Friday 7:00 P.M. Rehearsal

5 Saturday 3:00 P.M. Rehearsal

18 Friday 7:00 P.M.  Rehearsal

19 Saturday 11:00 A.M.  Concert
Orange Coast SDA Church   
77 Post 
Irvine, CA 92618-5216 
(949) 769-6777 

19 Saturday TBD Concert
Concert Pending 

20 Sunday 10:00 A.M.  Concert
Garden Grove Church
 of the Nazarene
13411 Euclid Street
Garden Grove, CA 92843
(714) 534-5770

JUNE 
8 Friday 7:00 P.M.  Rehearsal

23 Saturday 11:00 A.M.  Concert
Watsonville SDA Church
700 S. Green Valley Road
Watsonville, CA 95076-3086
(831) 722-6892 

23 Saturday 8:00 P.M.  Concert
Mt. Hermon Christian
 Conference Center 
37 Conference Drive 
Felton, CA 95018
(888) 642-2677 

24 Sunday 11:00 A.M.  Concert
Mt. Hermon Christian 
 Conference Center 
37 Conference Drive 
Felton, CA 95018
(888) 642-2677
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