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The weekend of September 
23 and 24, 2016, marked 
the official start of Christian 
Edition’s 36th season in 

ministry, and my first season with 
the group. We were invited to 
provide music for the Maranatha 
Volunteers International Convention 
at the Trinity Life Center in Sacramento, 
California, from Friday evening throughout 
the Sabbath. After our final concert at the 
convention on Sabbath afternoon, we trav-
eled about 30 miles north to the Auburn 
Seventh-day Adventist Church for a vespers 
concert.

About 40 singers, spouses, and support 
staff traveled to Northern California. While 
some flew to Sacramento from Southern 

California and Washington State, most car-
pooled on Friday for the six-plus hour, 400-
mile road trip to the convention. My family 
couldn’t make the trip with me, so I had the 
rare fortune of being a passenger instead of 
usually being the driver. I enjoyed chatting 
with Gary Gifford on the way up, catching a 
ride to the hotel and a late dinner with Gayle 

Maranatha Volunteers International Convention, Sacramento, California.

New Member Joins as 36th 
Season Begins in Sacramento

by Francis Recalde

Black Ice
A few weeks ago, I had my first experi-

ence with black ice.

I was going to a meeting with several chil-
dren and their parents, who wanted me to 
be the director of a group of their home-
schooled children. Five days of freezing 

rain had kept me locked up in my home, and 
this was the first day the roads had been 
cleared of ice. I felt confident it was safe to 
drive the freeways.

As I steered my 2001 Lincoln Town Car 
towards the off ramp, an 18-wheeler in the 
lane next to me sprayed up a shower of 
water just as I was heading into the early 

morning sun, and I found myself unable 
to see the road clearly when it happened. 
I hit a very small patch of black ice, and 
immediately found myself clutching the 
steering wheel as I headed straight into 
the 18-wheeler. I seemed to watch in slow 
motion as I crashed into the truck. I was 
helpless.  All I had time for was to shout, 
“Lord, please help me,” and then crunch—
the whole right side of my car was trashed.

How was I going to tell Linda I had just 
trashed the only car we had? Living on a 
fixed income with our high cost of living, 
and with the recent increase in health cover-
age costs, I was more than upset. “I didn’t 
deserve this,” I said to myself. When I finally 
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Craig and Richard Gutsche after the Auburn 
vespers, being Mickey Smith’s roommate, 
and traveling home with Gary Mattison, 
John Reader, and Leonard Fletcher. This 
gave me wonderful opportunities to get to 
know these members, as well as a bit more 
about the group, its history, and its ministry.  

My journey as the newest member came 
about because I missed my 30th high school 
reunion in April. I was on a music tour with my 
son’s academy on the same weekend my alma 
mater, Monterey Bay Academy, had its annual 
Alumni Weekend. Classmate Patrick Wolfe, 
who sings bass with CE, and whom I sang 
with in MBA’s touring choir, The Oceanaires, 
got on my case for being a “no show.” Our 
reconnection eventually evolved into a con-
versation about CE and an invitation to come 
sit in at rehearsals. Patrick reminded me 
repeatedly, “We need a first tenor!”

With encouragement from my wife, 
Joanna, I mustered the courage to attend 
that first sit-in rehearsal. It was love at first 
sound! What powerful songs the group sang 
with Michael Spencer’s amazing orchestra-
tions on the piano. At the time the group 
was preparing songs they were going to 
sing on their 35th anniversary cruise to the 
Caribbean in June. I went home after that 
first session thinking, and then sharing with 
my family, that it would be awesome to join 
the group and sing under the direction of 

Calvin Knipschild.
I was impressed not only that Christian 

Edition works hard at being an exceptional 
men’s chorus, but also that they sing with a 
mission and a passion for Jesus. Rehearsals 
are not just about getting the notes and 
parts blended right. A good amount of time 
is set aside to talk about CE’s ministry, espe-
cially the ministry of praying for one another 
and for sharing all the prayer requests that 
come through with each concert. Having 
been warmly accepted into the group, I 
am happy to commit to being a part of this 
band of brothers who love music and sing-
ing together, who love the Lord, and who 
love sharing Him with others. 

This same principle of sharing is what my 
loving parents taught us. I remember sing-
ing “Because He Lives” with my brother and 
sister when I first sang in a group at the age 
of six or seven years old. As pastor’s kids, we 
grew up in the Philippines learning to take 
part in many musical activities at church and 
the church schools we attended. We all took 
piano lessons and sang in children’s choirs. 

Things changed when we came to 
America. Adjusting to a new culture as a 
teenager got a little rough, and I temporar-
ily lost interest in music. It wasn’t until the 
last quarter of my junior year in high school 
that I decided to join the choir at Andrews 

New 
Member
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 Christian Edition has just released a new album
entitled PS… (Please Sing), Vol. 1, which has 17 of our 
most requested songs. For more information or to order, 
call (877) 873-2603, or go to our website at www.ChristianEdition.com 
and click on the “STORE” tab.

New CD!
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Academy in Michigan. It was there, under 
Karlton Keller, that I learned to sight read 
and rediscover the joy of choral singing. My 
senior year we moved to California and I 
was determined to not miss out on singing, 
so I auditioned for choir at the start of the 
school year. I had a tremendous year at MBA 
through all the concerts and tours under 
Arladell Nelson Speyer. (What a pleasant 
surprise it was to see her when CE sang at 
the Auburn Church vespers my first week-
end with the group!)

There has not been a year since high 
school that I haven’t taken part in a choir. 
If not in college, church always provided 
avenues to nurture my love for choral har-
mony both as a singer and director. My wife, 
whom I met singing in a choir with friends 
from church, is my duet partner for life, and 
my number one supporter in joining CE. Our 
sons, Aaron and Noah, budding musicians 

themselves, never complained when 
every trip in my car became a CE 
sing-a-long session, as I crammed 
to learn the 30-plus songs I had to 
memorize to be ready for the con-
vention. In fact, they’ve mastered 
more than a few songs with me, and 
perhaps will one day be part of this 
ministry as well.

That weekend at the Maranatha 
Volunteers International 

Convention as we sat on stage singing and 
leading the congregation in rousing praise, 
then watching and listening to each inspir-
ing report from volunteers and recipients of 
projects from around the world, I was drawn 
to the words in one of CE’s favorite songs: 
“I want to walk your streets that are golden, 
I want to run where the angels have trod. 
Jerusalem, I want to rest on the banks of 
your river, in that city, the city of God.” 

What a glimpse of heaven; what a great 
start with CE! My favorite times at our con-
certs, in addition to singing, are meeting 
the audience – both young kids and young 
at hearts – who share how blessed they 
have been with our music. It is my hope and 
prayer that these first few months will turn 
into years with the group, until Jesus comes, 
and into the ceaseless ages in the New 
Jerusalem. 
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Auburn SDA Church 
vespers program.
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returned home and told Linda about the 
accident, her very first words were, “Are you 
all right? The car can be replaced, but you 
can’t.” WOW! Isn’t love amazing?

This incident reminded me of how amaz-
ing the Lord’s love is for each one of us. No 
matter what we may have done or how we 
may have messed up our lives, His first and 
primary concern is, “Are you all right?” And, 
if we allow Him, He will make everything 
good, no matter what we may have done, or 
neglected to do.

The Devil has a lot of “black ice” out 
there for all of us. Even though we might 

feel there is nothing we can do but hold on, 
the Devil will lose the conflict the moment 
we say, “Lord, please help me.”

Call on Jesus and He will take care of 
your “black ice.”  Remember…

“Praise be to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion 
and the God of all comfort, who comforts 
us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort 
those in any trouble with the comfort we 
ourselves have received from God”  
(2 Corinthians 1:3, 4, NIV). 
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Smiles and Songs 
are Gifts to Share

Smiles and songs are gifts to share. 
On Sabbath, January 21, of the 
new year, something beautifully 
unusual occurred at the Fallbrook 

Seventh-day Adventist Church, nestled in 
the cradle of the historic “Avocado Capital 
of the World” in north San Diego County. 
Fallbrook is known as “The Friendly Village.”

When someone gives you a beaming 
smile, how do you respond? When Christian 
Edition received such warm smiles and wel-
comes at its first evening worship for the 
new year, we responded with smiles. We felt 
happier because genuine smiles, whether 
from friends or strangers, are contagious 
and create good feelings.

Christian Edition had completed its first 
morning concert in El Cajon, California. After 
worship and fellowship the group desired to 

by Drs. David  
and Maxine Taylor

briefly relax and rest; however, after travel to 
Fallbrook, the sincere smiles and warm wel-
comes from members both rejuvenated us 
and indicated a positive appreciation.

An article in Observer, an online journal 
of the Association for Psychological Science, 
states, “not only do people gain useful infor-
mation from smiles, they also use this knowl-
edge to direct their own behavior.”

At the evening worship musical, Christian 
Edition positively sang, and responded in 
conclusion with, the inspirational gift of the 
smile-inducing song entitled “Jerusalem.”

The first weekend ministry in music for 
2017 ended with a smiling mix of Fallbrook 
members, friends, musicians, supporters, 
and singers at a “chat and chew” in “The 
Friendly Village” of Fallbrook, reminiscent 
of when we will join Jesus at the Heavenly 
Banquet. 

PS: We just might, again, enjoy 
Fallbrook’s vegetarian appetizer gift of Big 
Franks and Stripples! 

top right Basses Gary Gifford, Gary Mattison and Leonard Fletcher, along with Baritone Chris Sheridan 
at Camarillo SDA Church Vespers.
left  Back row:  Bass Ken Holland, Second Tenor Russ Nelson, Bass Jonathan Davidson and First Tenor 
Rob Peterson.   Front row:   Pastor Jim Ayars (former Bass with the King’s Heralds) and Baritone Chris 
Klebba at Ventura SDA Church.
lower right  Ventura SDA Church pastor Jim Ayars with CE Director Calvin Knipschild.
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Christian Edition spent the week-
end of October 22, 2016, in the 
Bakersfield area joining church 
congregations in Taft and Oildale—

CE’s first visit with each. Our Sabbath began 
at Taft Seventh-day Adventist Church. While 
Taft is a small church, we have found that 
some of our most meaningful worship ser-
vices have taken place in small congrega-
tions. The service at Taft was no exception. 

This is a church that is off the beaten path 
and they do not attract many guest singers 
or groups, but one of their members was 
inspired to invite CE to their service. 

Thanks to the work and determination of 
member Darryl Klotz, Taft was 

by Craig Vendouris

added to the CE Schedule. Darryl led his 
church in advertising throughout the com-
munity and many visitors joined with mem-
bers to worship with us that morning. There 
were even a few former Taft members who 
attended. Altogether it was a very positive 
experience for both the congregation and 
the singers. We greatly enjoyed our visit and 
hope to return one day.

Our evening concert found us with 
another small congregation in Oildale, a few 
miles north of Bakersfield. This, too, was a 
first visit for Christian Edition and we were 
greeted with a warm welcome and an  
enthusiastic audience.

In between the two services, there was an 
opportunity for CE to be involved 
in ministering to my wife’s fam-
ily. Her father, Corky Lawson, had 
been diagnosed with inoperable 
cancer and he and his wife had 
recently moved to Bakersfield. 
During the afternoon most of the 
CE family convened at the home 
of my sister-in-law, Cathie, where 
we sang a few songs to my father-
in-law. Elder David Taylor, CE first 
tenor and long-time friend of 

Corky, led us in an anointing 
service, which included more 
music, prayers and the lay-
ing on of hands. There were 
many tears as we all realized 
the gravity of the situation, 
but the Lord was with us and 
Corky was very apprecia-
tive of the time spent lift-
ing him up to our Heavenly 
Father. Sadly, Corky lost the 
battle a few weeks later, but 
the anointing service had 
brought great peace to him, 
and to all of our family and 
visitors as well. The members 
of Christian Edition felt privi-
leged to contribute to this 
ministry. 

Taft and Bakersfield in October

top Second Tenor Fred Miller, daughter Krista McHale 
and grandchildren Sessily and Colin McHale during the 
children’s portion of the program at the Oildale SDA 
Church.
top right  Children’s medley “This Little Light of Mine” at 
the Taft SDA Church.
lower Soloist Chris Klebba sings “Midnight Cry.”
lower right Soloist Leonard Fletcher sings “Jesus Saves.”



Christian Edition MEn’s Chorus

Director
Calvin Knipschild
Accompanist
Michael Spencer
First Tenors
Henry Murray
Rob Peterson
Francis Recalde 
David Taylor
Paul Wilcox
Second Tenors
Fred Miller
Russ Nelson
Dick Sample
Dennis Shogren
Mickey Smith

Baritones
Chris Klebba
Bruce Powers
John Reader
Chris Sheridan
Keith Smith
Craig Vendouris
Basses
Clarence Brummett
Leonard Fletcher
Gary Gifford
Ken Holland
Gary Mattison
Patrick Wolfe

Thank you
for worshiping with us!

Calendar
All listed Christian Edition rehearsals are open to 
our friends and are held at San Gabriel Academy 
Elementary located at 5550 Muscatel Ave. in San 
Gabriel, California. 
Concert times or locations may change. Please call 
ahead to confirm a concert before traveling long 
distances. (Seventh-day Adventist has been abbrevi-
ated to SDA.)
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March 2017
3  Friday 7:00 P.M. Rehearsal

4 Saturday 6:30 P.M. Joint Concert
 Fox Performing Arts Center with
 3801 Mission Inn Avenue Freedom
  Riverside, CA 92501  Singers
 (951) 779-9800

25 Saturday 11:00 a.M. Concert
 Victoria SDA Church
 1860 S. Mountain View Avenue
 Loma Linda, CA 92354
 (909) 796-7869

25 Saturday 5:00 P.M. Concert
 Moreno Hills SDA Church
 25873 Alessandro Blvd. 
 Moreno Valley, CA 92553
 (951) 485-4646

april 2017
7 Friday 7:00 P.M. Rehearsal

8 Saturday 3:00 P.M. Rehearsal

22 Saturday 10:45 a.M. Concert
 Templeton Hills SDA Church
 930 Templeton Hills Road
 Templeton, CA 93465
 (805) 434-1710

22 Saturday 6:30 P.M. Concert
 Hanford Fox Theatre
 326 N. Irwin Street
 Hanford, CA 93230
 (559) 584-7823

May 2017
5 Friday 6:00 P.M. Concert
 Glendale City Church
 610 E. California Avenue
 Glendale, CA 91206
 (818) 244-7241

6 Saturday  3:00 P.M. Rehearsal

20 Saturday 10:45 a.M. Concert
 Porterville SDA Church
 1088 W. Linda Vista Avenue
 Porterville, CA 93257
 (559) 784-6031

20 Saturday 6:30 P.M. Concert
 Visalia SDA Church
 1310 S. Woodland Street
 Visalia, CA 93277
 (559) 734-6111

June 2017
17 Saturday 11:00 a.M. Concert
 Thousand Oaks SDA Church
 480 W. Gainsborough Road
 Thousand Oaks, CA 91360
 (805) 499-1001

17 Saturday 6:00 P.M. Concert
 Van Nuys SDA Church
 14615 Sherman Way
 Van Nuys, CA 91405 
 (818) 787-8380
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