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Are You God?

J
ust after 
World 
War II 

came to an end, 
Europe began put-

ting itself back together again. Much 
of the country had been ravaged by the 
war and was in ruins. One of the sad-
dest sights of all was that of orphaned 
children starving in the streets. 

Early one chilly morning, an 
American soldier was making his 
way back to his barracks in London. 
As he turned the corner in his jeep, 
he noticed a little boy with his nose 
pressed to the window of a bakery. 
Inside, the baker was making a 
fresh batch of doughnuts and the 
boy was watching his every move. 
The soldier felt a twinge in his 
heart, so he pulled over to the curb 
and got out. 

“Son, would you like a dough-
nut?” The young boy, being startled, 
started to walk away when the sol-
dier asked again, “Would you like a 
doughnut?”

“Oh, yeah. I would.” 
The American stepped inside 

and bought a dozen, putting them 
in a bag. Out in the foggy morning, 
he smiled, held out the bag of fresh 
doughnuts and said, “Here you are.” 

Alaska Cruise winner Daynia Cheddar (right of banner) pictured with first tenors Rob 
Peterson, Paul Wilcox and baritone Keith Smith.

O
n Wednesday, June 23, 
several Christian Edi-
tion members boarded 

a red-eye flight from Los Angeles 
to Atlanta to spend ten activity-
filled days at the 59th session of the 
General Conference of Seventh-day 
Adventists at the Georgia Dome. 
Arriving at 8:30 A.M., Thursday, 
two cars were rented and headed 
directly to the exhibit hall to meet 
Director Calvin Knipschild, who 
had arrived the previous night after 
a four-day drive from Los Ange-
les in a van loaded with products 
for sale and all of the materials 

needed for our booth. Everything 
went as planned and after shower-
ing, changing clothes, and miss-
ing breakfast, we grabbed a quick 
lunch and by 2:00 P.M. were back at 
the booth, ready to meet the world 
family.

Our Christian Edition booth 
was in a perfect corner location 
where thousands of people passed 
by. The ONLY negative to our loca-
tion was the air conditioning flow. 
The outdoor temperature in Atlanta 
was over ninety degrees with ninety 
percent humidity, but the air vent 

General Conference 2010
Atlanta, Georgia            — Gayle Craig
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Steve Becker 
Benefit Concert

— Carole Derry-Bretsch

O
n March 13, 2010, Chris-
tian Edition participated 
in an afternoon concert 

of melodious praise at the Calimesa 
SDA Church on behalf of Steve 
Becker, a teacher in the Adventist 
school system for almost 35 years. 
He was a mentor, teacher, peer and 
friend to many of the Christian Edi-
tion singers.  

In 2004 Steve was diagnosed 
with a malignant brain tumor and 
was given less than a year to live. 
With chemotherapy and proton 
radiation treatments, he recovered 
quickly and returned to a full teach-
ing load. Five years later Steve’s 
tumor returned and he underwent 
surgery, expecting to be up and 
about quickly; however, he suffered 
two strokes later and did not recover 
as expected. He was transferred to 
Braswell’s Colonial Care in Red-
lands, California, where he lived the 
last eight months of his life. 

Because of Steve’s need for 24/7 
care, this benefit concert was cre-
ated to raise funds to assist with his 
medical costs. Christian Edition 
joined Elder Robert Folkenberg, 
Miguel Verazas, Zlata Grekov, 

Ritchie Carbajal, Mike Fillman, 
and Carole Derry-Bretsch in this 
evening of musical praise to the 
Lord.  To the surprise and delight of 
everyone present, Steve was actu-
ally able to attend most of the con-
cert when the Lord truly worked a 
miracle. While Christian Edition 
was singing “Jerusalem,” Steve’s 
therapist pushed Steve up and down 
the middle aisle so that he could see 
the people who had come to show 
their love for him. As he was being 
wheeled down the aisle, Steve lifted 
his arm, pointing heavenward. 
What an incredible moment for 
Steve to show everyone present just 
how much he loved Jesus, irrespec-
tive of his personal struggles.

Sadly, Steve passed away on 
June 11, but he lived his life to wit-
ness for Jesus. 

Thank you, Steve, for the Godly 
profile you showed to all of us. 

directly above our booth chilled us 
in fifty-degree temperatures. Even 
the guys wearing long-sleeved shirts 
and suit jackets were cold!

In addition to sales and public 
relations, an important purpose 
of our booth was to promote our 
Alaska cruise in June 2011 and to 
encourage all passersby to regis-
ter for a drawing giving away an 
Alaska cruise for two people. We 
met friends from the past and made 
many new ones as we sold our CDs 
and DVDs, including the newest 
God Wants to Hear You Sing DVD. 

The music at the meetings was 
amazing, but the most fun was hav-
ing my father with me for the ten 
days and seeing many friends and 
family. Calvin Knipschild indi-
cated the highlight for him was 
talking to so many people from 
our global family and discovering 
how many of them knew Christian 
Edition’s music from radio and tele-
vision broadcasts and the Family 
Reunion video series. Throughout 
the week, Calvin received requests 
for Christian Edition to bring their 
ministry to churches in many loca-
tions, including some as far away as 
South America, Russia, Australia, 
and Africa. He was able to confirm 
arrangements for the CE trip to 
South Africa during the last two 
weeks of March 2012. 

Our teams worked a five-hour 
shift each day. When “off-duty,” 
our free time was spent sightsee-
ing. The various sites included 
Stone Mountain Park, the World of 
Coca Cola, the Georgia Aquarium, 

and even the Whistle Stop Café in 
Juliette (made famous by the movie 
Fried Green Tomatoes). 

The culmination of our ten days 
in the booth came on Saturday 
night with the drawing for the Alas-
ka cruise. During the ten-day Gen-

eral Conference session, over 4,000 
people entered their names in our 
drawing; shortly after 10:00 P.M. 
Calvin drew the winning name. 
The lucky winner was Daynia 
Cheddar from Harvest, Alabama, 

General Conference
continued from page 1

continued on page 5
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Pacific Northwest
March 20 – 28, 2010

— Jillian Spencer

 This article is excerpted from 
jilliansjourneys.blogspot.com where 
Jillian wrote her perspective of the 
Northwest tour while traveling with 
her parents, Michael and Lori Spen-
cer, and her friend, Malisa Smith.

O
ur March tour of the 
Pacific Northwest began 
at Portland International 

Airport after our arrival from 
Southern California. We packed 
ourselves into rental cars for our 
nine-day musical odyssey. After a 
two-hour drive through the state of 
Washington, we arrived at our hotel 
in Chehalis, a few blocks from the 
church where we would be singing 
the next morning. Chehalis Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church is not 
only beautiful, but it boasts excel-
lent acoustics.

Our second concert was in 
Olympia and the drive there 
introduced us to some historic 
sites, including a pioneer village, 
the stately capitol building, the 
governor’s mansion with its armed 
guard, the Tumwater River water-
falls, and the homestead where Bing 
Crosby’s grandparents first settled.

On Sunday, we performed our 
third concert in the morning at 
Lakewood New Hope Church of the 
Nazarene, a warm friendly congre-
gation who embraced us as part of 
their church family. We didn’t want 
to leave, but our next scheduled 
appointment beckoned. 

That evening, the Kirkland SDA 
Church made us feel more than 

welcome and our concert was much 
appreciated. After the concert, 
many of us went across town to 
hear the Compline chant service at 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral in 
Seattle. This famous service is held 
every Sunday night at 9:30, and is 
described as “a transcendent expe-
rience appropriate for all people.” 
We arrived in time, despite some 
ominously unexplained police bar-
ricades, but the trip was well worth 
the effort. 

After the excitement, we had a 
nice, slow start on Monday morn-

anniversary of my brother Justin’s 
death. As we paused, our minds 
also turned to memories of Joyce 
Gutsche, Sonny Ines, and Vave 
Maneafaiga. Joyce was the former 
editor of CE NewsNotes. She pub-
lished my first article and created 
in me the idea for the letters I have 
been sending from all over the 
world. Sonny not only sang bass, 
but was our graphic designer, leav-
ing a legacy of designs and artwork 
that continue to make bright our 
memories of his dedication and ser-
vice. Justin, Joyce, Sonny, and Vave 

Christian Edition 
is ready to praise 
God at the beautiful 
Sunnyside Adventist 
Church in Portland, 
OR.

ing and took our time traveling 
from Tacoma to Sequim (pro-
nounced “Skwim”). On the way 
we passed through Bremerton, a 
famous naval base where the USS 
Nimitz is currently docked. We 
enjoyed the Washington scenery 
and arrived at the church in plenty 
of time for our fifth concert.

Wednesday evening brought us 
to the Auburn City Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, where many of 
us enjoyed spending time with close 
friends and family. 

At the concert that night, Dad 
presented the CE prayer ministry. 
It was an emotional moment as 
he shared that this was the sixth 

are etched forever in our loving 
memories. 

The trip south the next morn-
ing took us past historic Mount St. 
Helens, where the volcanic dev-
astation is still evident. Our hotel 
destination was in Lake Oswego, 
Oregon, a central location for our 
final concerts. Thursday evening 
found us at the Vancouver Seventh-
day Adventist Church. The church 
is breathtakingly beautiful and we 
especially enjoyed our ministry in 
music that evening.

Friday morning, we set out 
in search of the famed Bob’s Red 
Mill. The mill manufactures more 
varieties of grain than I had ever 
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dreamed existed. It also features a 
tour and a restaurant that serves 
delicious vegetarian, even vegan, 
food. Later, we joined the rest of 
CE at the site of director Calvin 
Knipschild’s new home, on a hill-
side with a view of the Columbia 
River, Mt. Hood, and Portland. 
I’m a “sun” person, but it would 
almost be worth the rain to enjoy 
that spectacular view. Afterwards, 
we took a scenic drive down the 
Columbia Gorge, which sported 
stunning vistas of stark moun-

Portland traffic was horrific, but 
by some miracle we made it on time 
to the East Salem Adventist Church 
for our Friday evening concert. 

When Sabbath morning came, 
it was hard to believe the end of 
our tour was upon us. At the Glad-
stone Park SDA Church, I joined my 
father at the piano for the children’s 
segment (which is my tradition at 
each concert I attend). Something 
happened that had never happened 
before. A sweet little girl saw that 

I didn’t have a CE magnet—if I 
took one at every concert, I could 
paper my walls with them—and 
she offered hers to me. I kindly 
refused, but was deeply touched 
by her loving gesture. The service 
was followed by a nourishing lunch 
served in a classroom that had 
unusual, highly detailed paintings 
on its walls, with an amazing sense 
of depth. I hated to leave, but my 
mother and I had a plane to catch.

That evening Christian Edition 
sang to an overflow audience at the 
Sunnyside SDA Church in Portland. 
It was fun for the group to see so 
many familiar faces and to have 
members of the Oregon Adventist 
Men’s Chorus join Christian Edition 
on stage during the children’s medley.

 On Sunday morning, the ninth 
and final concert was at the Hood-
view Church of God in Woodburn, 
Oregon. This was another emotion-
al meeting as their pastor and our 
friend, Dave Dougherty, was retir-
ing due to health issues. We had a 
wonderful week of joy and blessings 
none of us will ever forget. 

Director Calvin Knipschild reprises a sticky bun presentation to Pas-
tor Dave Dougherty and wife Peggy at the Hoodview Church of God 
in Woodburn, OR.

Jillian Spencer joins 
her father, accompa-
nist Michael Spencer, 
at the piano during 
the children’s song 
at the Sequim 
Adventist Church in 
Sequim, WA.

CE NewsNotes editor Gayle Craig (second from left) is joined by 
former Columbia Academy friends Dan Beardsley, Luanne Lund 
Stagg, Maretta Haynes Kandoll, Bob Dutro and Doug Ayers at
the Vancouver Adventist Church in Vancouver, WA.

Calvin Knipschild’s 
daughter-in-law 
Julie and grandson 
Hudson participate 
in the children’s 
medley at the 
Gladstone Park 
Adventist Church 
in Gladstone, OR.

tains, dark blue lakes, and delicate 
waterfalls. It must be the Oregon 
equivalent of Yosemite. We stopped 
at the Bonneville Dam, which sup-
plies a good deal of power to the 
Northwest, and watched the salmon 
swim in the fish ladder next to it. 
We crossed the Bridge of the Gods 
(a delightfully ostentatious name) 
to the Oregon side and stopped at a 
fish hatchery, which had a massive 
sturgeon named Herman swim-
ming in its murky waters. It truly 
looked like a prehistoric fish, about 
six feet long with bony plates of 
armor all over it.
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As he turned to walk back to his 
jeep, he felt a tug on his coat. He 
looked back and heard the young boy 
ask quietly, “Mister, are you God?”

When we love people with no 
strings attached, we are doing 
something quite godly. We are dem-
onstrating in a very real way what 
God is like. 

Many find it hard to believe in 
a God they can’t see. When we are 
serving others and loving them 
with a godly love, we are showing 
people what God is like. Wouldn’t 
it be great to hear someone ask you 
today, “Are you God?” 

It is an honor to be able to rep-
resent Christ to the world. Let’s 
make sure we all represent Him 
accurately. 

CHRISTIAN EDITION

MEN’S CHORUS

DIRECTOR

Calvin Knipschild

ACCOMPANIST

Michael Spencer 

FIRST TENORS 
Henry Murray
Rob Peterson
David Taylor
Paul Wilcox 

SECOND TENORS 
Fred Miller 
Russ Nelson
LaMarr Profitt
Dick Sample
Mickey Smith

BARITONES

Chris Klebba
Al Perry 
Bruce Powers
John Reader
Keith Smith
Craig Vendouris

BASSES

Jonathan Davidson
Leonard Fletcher
Ken Holland
Gary Mattison
Patrick Wolfe

Second tenor Fred 
Miller enjoyed 
catching up with 
former first tenor 
Sam Valenzuela at 
the Sunnyside SDA 
Church.

who is 18 years old and will be a col-
lege freshman this fall at Oakwood 
University where her father, 
Dwyane, is a professor in the Com-
munication Department. Daynia 
signed up for the cruise one day 
before the drawing and heard her 
name over the public address system 
on Saturday night. She commented, 
“It was funny, because I didn’t hear 
what I won, so I walked all over the 
exhibit hall to see if I could find 
some kind of sign with my name on 
it. After about ten minutes I came 
across my dad’s friend and he was 
the one who asked me if I won the 
cruise to Alaska. When I realized 
what I won, I jumped up and down 
like a crazy person. I was really 
excited!” Daynia and her mother, 
Dianne, will be CE’s guests on the 
cruise; while her father will pur-
chase a ticket to join his family.

Speaking of the cruise—why 
don’t YOU join Daynia, her family 
and hundreds of other supporters 
and friends to celebrate Christian 
Edition’s 30th anniversary from 
June 19–26, 2011, on the Celebrity 
Century, sailing from Vancouver, 
British Columbia? Distinguished 
guests will be the Talley Trio, Jen-
nifer LaMountain, DeAnne Knips-
child, and Karl Haffner. You won’t 
want to miss the musical programs, 
Pastor Haffner’s insightful wor-
ship thoughts, and unique outreach 
projects at two of our Alaska ports. 

Find out more about our guests, 
cruise itinerary, and cost infor-
mation on the Christian Edition 
website, www.christianedition.com, 

or you may call Montrose Travel 
at (800) 301-9673. Make your res-
ervations soon so that you will be 
guaranteed the cabin type of your 
choice. As an added incentive to 
register early, the first 200 guests 
who pay their $275 deposit by Sep-
tember 30, 2010, will receive prior-
ity seating at the onboard concerts 
and a copy of Christian Edition’s 
newest DVD, God Wants To Hear 
You Sing. 

General Conference
continued from page 2
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Calendar
ALL LISTED CHRISTIAN EDITION REHEARSALS 
ARE OPEN TO OUR FRIENDS AND ARE HELD AT 
TEMPLE CITY SDA CHURCH LOCATED AT 9664 
EAST BROADWAY IN TEMPLE CITY, CALIFORNIA. 
 CONCERT TIMES OR LOCATIONS MAY CHANGE. 
PLEASE CALL AHEAD TO CONFIRM A CONCERT 
BEFORE TRAVELING LONG DISTANCES. (SEVENTH-
DAY ADVENTIST HAS BEEN ABBREVIATED TO SDA.)

AUGUST

20 Friday 7:00 P.M. Rehearsal

21 Saturday 9:00 A.M. & 11:45 A.M.
   6:30 P.M.  Concerts
 Loma Linda University Church
 11125 Campus Street
 Loma Linda, CA 92354
 (909) 558-4570

SEPTEMBER

10 Friday 7:00 P.M. Rehearsal

11 Saturday 3:00 P.M. Rehearsal

25 Saturday 10:00 A.M.– 6:00 P.M. 
    Rehearsal
OCTOBER

8 Friday 7:00 P.M. Rehearsal

9 Saturday 3:00 P.M. Rehearsal

15 Friday 7:30 P.M. Concert
 Apache Junction SDA Church
 1650 S. Ironwood Drive
 Apache Junction, AZ 85220 
 (480) 982-0221 

16 Saturday 10:50 A.M. Concert
 Camelback SDA Church
 5902 East Camelback Road
 Phoenix, AZ 85018
 (480) 947-3781 

16 Saturday 5:00 P.M. Concert
 Peoria / Sun City SDA Church 
 13450 N. Plaza Del Rio Blvd. 
 Peoria, AZ 85381 
 (623) 977-7990

17 Sunday 10:00 A.M. Concert
 Trinity Bible Church
 14811 West R.H. Johnson Blvd.
 Sun City, AZ 85375 
 (623) 546-4884 

30 Saturday 3:00 P.M. – 8:00 P.M.   
General Meeting Rehearsal

 

NOVEMBER

5 Friday 7:00 P.M. 
 Men’s Chorus Festival Rehearsal
 Carmichael SDA Church 
 4600 Winding Way
 Carmichael, CA 95841 
 (916) 487-8684 

6 Saturday 4:00 P.M.  Concert
 Men’s Chorus Festival 
 Carmichael SDA Church 
 4600 Winding Way
 Carmichael, CA 95841 
 (916) 487-8684 

19 Friday 7:00 P.M. Rehearsal

20 Saturday 11:00 A.M  Concert
 Inland Empire Filipino SDA Church
 604 E. State Street
 Redlands, CA 92374-3517
 (909) 910-6091 

DECEMBER

NO CONCERTS IN DECEMBER

Please visit 

christianedition.com 

for additional concert 

listings and the latest 

on the Alaska Cruise.

Hal Hampton, former 
bass singer with 
Christian Edition from 
1994 to 2003, was 
born in Keene, Texas, 
in September 1937. 
He passed away on 
June 7, 2010, at the 
age of 72. Hal spent 
his career working 
in the Adventist 
school system as a 
music teacher and a 
principal.

Former first tenor Case Ketting and his wife 
Jolene with twin daughters Anneka Sophia and 
Mariella Beatrix joined Christian Edition for 
the day at Mt. Hermon Conference Center.


